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The MAIR programme at Strathmore University will offer students comprehensive education in 
international relations and conflict studies, combining theoretical knowledge, research skills, and 
practical and real-world experience. Through multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches, the 
innovative programme will impart the values of excellence and innovation while equipping students 
with the necessary tools to compete and contribute to solving contemporary and emerging global 
challenges. 

Philosophy of the Programme
In line with the Strathmore University educational philosophy, MAIR shall be the pursuit of knowledge 
and inculcation of professional and the relevant skills in International Relations, with specializations 
in Diplomacy & Foreign Policy, Security & International Law and Peace & Conflict Studies, guided by 
moral and legal principles. 

International Module

Strathmore University School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences provides global exposure to 
students through international academic trips to 
expand their knowledge.

Mode of Delivery 

MAIR is offered as a part-time (evening class) 
from 5.30-8.30pm on campus. 
The course will be delivered through 
face-to-face lectures and tutorials, class 
discussions, guest speakers, analysis of case 
studies, demonstrations and fieldwork, library 
research, simulations, role-play, and practical 
exercises. 

Why MAIR?

Do you have a passion for understanding the 
complex forces shaping our world? 
The Master of Arts in International Relations 
equips you with the in-demand skills and expertise 
to navigate the dynamic landscape of global 
affairs. Our programme is meticulously crafted to 
elevate your understanding of global dynamics, 
empowering you to navigate complex public 
policies and foreign affairs with confidence and 
insight.
Our programme empowers you in the following 
ways:
• Analytical Excellence: Dive deep into 

domestic, regional, and international issues 
with analytical precision and critical thinking, 
gaining unparalleled insights into the world's 
most pressing challenges.

• Research Prowess: Master the art of 
independent research using cutting-edge 
international relations research methods, 
equipping you to uncover new perspectives 
and contribute to the global discourse.

• Strategic Decision-Making: Learn to evaluate 
diverse operational scenarios and make rational 
and sound decisions, honing your ability to tackle 
global real-world challenges with clarity and 
effectiveness.

• Problem-Solving Expertise: Gain invaluable 
skills in effective problem-solving, enabling you 
to address complex issues head-on and drive 
impactful change. Collaborate effectively with 
professionals from diverse backgrounds on 
multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary research 
projects.

Areas of Specialization

• Diplomacy and Foreign Policy
• Security and International Law
• Peace and Conflict Studies

• Specialized Knowledge: Acquire specialized 
expertise and join multidisciplinary research 
projects, positioning yourself as a sought-after 
expert in the field.

• Contextual Awareness: Gain the foresight 
to identify and analyze potential risks to 
international relations operations, both in 
Kenya and on a global scale.

• Communication Mastery: Develop 
unparalleled communication, negotiation, and 
persuasion skills, empowering you to deliver 
compelling presentations, construct persuasive 
arguments, and engage in rigorous debates at 
the forefront of international relations.



Expected Learning Outcomes  
Upon completion of MAIR, you will emerge 
equipped with the skills and knowledge to excel in 
the dynamic field of international relations. Here's 
what you can expect:
1. Gain Insight into Global Dynamics: Delve deep 

into the diverse perspectives and emerging 
challenges shaping international relations 
today, empowering you to navigate complex 
geopolitical landscapes with confidence.

2. Understand Conflict Dynamics: Unravel the 
complexities of conflict, deterrence, coercion, 
engagement, and arms control, equipping you 
to analyze, address and navigate transnational 
conflicts and consequently develop approaches 
for resolution.

3. Master International Law: Explore the 
intricacies of international law and its impact 
on global security, gaining a comprehensive 
understanding of various legal regimes and 
their influence on international relations.

4. Conduct Impactful Research: Develop the 
skills to conduct independent research that 
contributes to conflict resolution strategies and 
fosters strategic relationships on the global 
stage. 

Who is MAIR for?  
• Recent graduates seeking expertise: 

Students with a strong academic 
foundation in social sciences or humanities 
who have recently completed their 
undergraduate studies in fields such as 
political science, international studies, 
economics, sociology, history, geography 
or related disciplines and wish to deepen 
their knowledge and skills in international 
relations.

• Professionals seeking career advancement: 
Mid-career professionals with a 
background and /or working in political 
science, international affairs, or a related 
field.

• Military officers and personnel interested in 
understanding the geopolitical landscape, 
security studies, and strategic analysis to 
better inform their roles in national security 
and defense.

• Journalists and Media Professionals: 
Journalists and media professionals who 
cover international affairs and wish to 
deepen their understanding of global 
issues, geopolitics, and international 
cooperation.

• Academics and Researchers: Those 
interested in pursuing a career in academia 
or research institutions focusing on 
international relations, political science, or 
related fields.

• Aspiring Diplomats and Policymakers: 
Individuals aspiring to work in diplomacy, 
foreign policy analysis, international 
development, conflict resolution, or other 
areas of global governance

• Global Citizens: Individuals with a general 
interest in global affairs, international 
cooperation, and cross-cultural 
understanding, seeking to broaden their 
perspectives and contribute to global 
solutions to contemporary challenges.

Eligibility Criteria   
• Holders of First Class or Upper Second-Class 

honours degrees in the suitable academic fields 
from recognized universities, or 

• Holders of other related qualifications from 
recognized universities, considered by the 
Academic Council as equivalent to a First 
Class or Upper Second-Class degree, or 

• Holders of Lower Second-Class degrees, along 
with postgraduate diplomas or professional 
certificates from recognized educational insti-
tutions. Additionally, they should have at least 
two years of relevant work experience in the 
international relations and conflict sector, from 
the date of graduation. 

Apart from meeting the above requirements, the 
applicants are required to attend an oral interview 
and pass the Strathmore Graduate Entrance 
Examination (GEE) with a score of at least 50%. 

MAIR is your launchpad to a fulfilling career in: 

• Government agencies (foreign service, 
national security)

• International organizations (UN, NGOs)
• Multinational corporations
• Think tanks and research institutions.
• International development or humanitarian 

organizations
Embark on a transformative journey with us and 
unlock a world of opportunities in the dynamic 
field of international relations.

Intake: May
Duration: 2 years 
Time: Evening Classes(4 days a week): 
5.30 pm to 8.30 pm   
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